
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  September 18, 2011 
Title:  So Walk in Him 
Text:  Colossians 2:1-8 (vv. 6, 7) 
Theme: The purpose of this passage is to encourage the audience to walk in Christ and to 

guard themselves against anything that would distract them from Him. 
 
Introduction:  
 
“Verses 6 and 7 sum up the center of what Paul wants to say.”1   
 
“These two verses, which summarize much of what has preceded and which lay the 
foundation for the attack on the Colossian heresy that follows.”2   
 
“In the paragraph commencing with verse 6 we come to the heart of the letter.  Verses 6 and 7 
occupy a pivotal position.”3   
 
In our previous paragraph (1:24-2:5), we saw how Jesus Christ is the centerpiece of Paul’s 
passion, preaching, and purpose.  Because of who Jesus is and what He has done He is worthy 
of our affection and energy.  Because of who Jesus is and what He has done He is the content 
of our communication.  Because of who Jesus is and what He has done He is enough to 
complete the church, comfort the church, and protect the church from defection.  In light of 
this, Paul’s conclusion is, “Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in 
Him.’ 
 

I. The invitation (v. 6) 
 
Verse 6 is a conclusion based on the previous thought.  Everything we need we already have 
in Christ.  There is nothing more needing to be added in order for us to “succeed” as 
Christians.   
 

A. A point in time (“received” Aor. Act. Ind.).  
 
The compound word “receive” means “to personally appropriate to one’s self.”4   
 
There was a point in time when you turned from self-idolatry to the provision of God in the 
person and work of Jesus Christ.   
 

• 1:6 The day you heard (Aor. Act. Ind) of it and understood (knew – epiginosko [Aor. Act. 
Ind.]) the grace of God in truth 

• 2:6 As you have received (paralambano [Aor. Act. Ind.]) Christ Jesus the Lord 
 

B. A pattern of life (“walk” Pres. Act. Imper.) 
 
Four thoughts hold me concerning His appeal.   
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• First, it is because of having received Christ and now abiding in Him that such an appeal 
can be made.   

• Second, the idea of walking coupled with the present tense speaks of a continuous action 
or a way of life.   

• Third, the active voice and imperative mood clearly show that we must be intentional and 
direct in this holy desire of walking in Christ.  We have made this problematic by making it 
definable through do’s and don’ts.  The intentionality and directness needed is affirming 
daily that everything we have in body and soul is from Him, sustained by Him, and for 
Him.  There is no justification, no sanctification, and no glorification apart from Him.   

• Finally, we are exhorted to walk in Christ “because the central point in the Colossians 
heresy was the subversion of the true idea of the Christ.”5  The text says “in Him walk” 
putting the emphasis on Him. 

 
In the same grace, faith, Christ manner in which we “received” Him, so also are we to live the 
life flowing from Him -- grace, faith, Christ.  Consider the wording of Ephesians 2:1-10.  
Ephesians 2:8 tells us that we received Him by grace through faith.  Thus all that we have 
currently in Christ is the result of His unconditional actions toward unloving and non-desiring 
sinners.   
 
“With this summons, ‘continue to live in him,’ the apostle moves from the indicative to the 
imperative.  For Paul there is no hiatus between believing and behaving.  Christology and 
ethics are intimately conjoined.”6   
 
Those who walk are those who receive.  There is no separation between these two actions.  The 
one comes from the other.  The one is a condition and the other is a consequence.  The question 
we are often confronted by is whether or not one can receive the Lord Jesus Christ and not live 
in Him. 
 
This idea is of sufficiency and supremacy in justification (i.e. redemption/reconciliation) is 
equally true in sanctification (i.e. the Christian life).  The compelling question forced on us by 
the text is, “How did we receive Him?”  How we answer this question is the same response we 
must give to the invitation to “walk in Him.” 
 
Part of the Colossians heresy/error is whether or not Jesus is enough in one’s Christian life.  
This errant teaching is still present in our own context.  The false (albeit sincere) teachers 
taught Jesus as being necessary in redemption, but not enough in sanctification.  Thus, Jesus is 
necessary, but not enough.  Hence the idea that more needed to be done to safeguard the 
believing in the journey.   
 
N.T. Wright correctly captures this thought when he wrote, “At every stage of Christian 
experience, what you most deeply need is not something other than the king himself.  You 
always need more of him.  He is what it’s all about.”7   
 
One of the delights I have as a Christian is to teach how our justification is by grace alone 
through faith alone in Christ alone.  I equally delight in teaching how our sanctification is by 
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grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone.  Paul highlights this idea in the word “teach” 
in verse 7.  We are to teach these truths. 
 
Each of the three prepositions is intentional.  “By grace alone” speaks to God’s condescension.  
God intervened; He stooped to save sinners.  He did for us what we could not do for 
ourselves.  He did for us what He did not have to do.  He saved sinners for the glory of His 
name.  “Through faith alone” is in direct contrast to anything we can bring to the equation.  
The only activity we can do is believe what God has said is true.  The expression of faith in 
God is a direct and immediate turning from anything and everything else.  “In Christ alone” is 
in opposition to all the muted voices calling out and competing with the sufficiency and 
supremacy of Jesus Christ.  He is either enough fully and completely, alone and only, or He is 
not. 
 
Additional questions pop into my mind “what did we receive in Him?”  Remember, our 
previous studies have shown how in Him we have hope (1:5, 27), redemption (1:14), and 
reconciliation/peace (1:20-22).  The Father has written us into His will thus enabling us to 
enjoy the inheritance (1:13).  We have been rescued from the authority of darkness and have 
been transferred in the Kingdom of His Beloved Son (1:13).  Remember, how in Him are 
hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge (2:3).  We must not forget how Jesus Christ 
has taken up residence in His people (1:27).  It is not simply we are in Him, which is 
enormous, but equally so Christ in us (1:27). 
 
One of the ideas I desire to clarify is how all we describe as having received are benefits or 
gifts of who He is and what He has done.  He is the prize and all these other “things” are 
shadows.  Nothing He gives replaces Him.   
 

II. The description (v. 7).  
 
Those who are in Christ are described in verse 7 by four participles.  Paul seeks to take 
something that is “fuzzy” and bring concrete clarity.  We speak of receiving and walking, but 
what does this look like “fleshed” out?  What does it mean?  Paul moves from the imagery of 
the military to that of a tree, then a building and finally to a gushing fountain.  When we 
receive Jesus Christ there is stability (rooted), security (built up/strengthened), satisfaction 
(overflowing). 
 
“By a series of four participles Paul now shows what this living in Christ means.”8   
 

A. Those in Christ are rooted (Perf. Pass. Part.) and built up (Pres. Pass. Part.) in 
Him 

 
The “rooted” took place in the past and continues to this day.  It is a past act/fact with a 
present abiding consequence.  The built up is happening right now in the moment.  We are 
built up/being built up because we have been (and continue to be) rooted in Him.  “The 
present tense gives the idea of being more and more established.”9  
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Paul moves from the imagery of the military to that of a tree, then a building and finally to a 
gushing fountain. 
 
“The word was also used in the metaphor of the building and pictured the firm and solid 
foundation.  The perfect tense points to the past completed action with continuing results or 
condition and pictures the settled state brought about by conversion.  The following participles 
in the present emphasize the continuing development which is always advancing.”10   
 
Paul uses similar language in 1:23 and 2:5. 
 
1:23 

• “Firmly established” Perfect Passive Participle 
 
“It means to have one’s foundations securely laid.”11  The perfect tense emphasizes the 
completed state or condition. 
 

• “Steadfast” firm (predicate adjective) 
 
2:5 

• “Good discipline” 
 
“An orderly arrangement; used in the military sense of a rank or orderly array.”12    The 
Church has in it a soldier’s discipline. 
 

• “Stability” 
 
“That which is firm, hard, solid.  Here it is probably a continuation of the military metaphor 
and means a solid front, a close phalanx [troop].”13  This word “describes an army set out in an 
unbreakable square, solidly immovable against the shock of the enemy’s charge.  Within the 
Church there should be disciplined order and strong steadiness, like the order and steadiness 
of a trained and disciplined body of troops.”14  
 
Paul calls them to remember the certainty or sureness of their faith in Christ.  He is the 
bedrock; He is the anchor to which they are attached.   
 
“In the true Church life must be in Christ.  Just as the great tree is deep-rooted in the soil and 
draws its nourishment from it, so the Christian is rooted in Christ, the source of his life and 
strength.  Just as the house stands fast because it is built on strong foundations, so the 
Christian life is resistant to any storm because it is founded on the strength of Christ.  Christ is 
alike the source of the Christian’s life and the foundation of his stability.”15   
 

B. Those in Christ are strengthened (Pres. Pass. Part.)  in the faith  
 
This strengthening is happening right now in the moment.  We are strengthened/being 
strengthened because we have been rooted (and continue to be) rooted in Him. 
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I love my Lord and I desire to persevere in the faith with a love for those who are loved by 
Him, but I am a realist as it relates to these things.  If God was not for me, all would be lost.  
He is the one who enables and empowers us in the faith.  There is a definite article that can 
speak to a definable faith.  That which has been noted in 1:2, 4, 6 and 2:6 is concrete and 
traceable.  “Faith is to be taken in its objective sense, referring to the doctrines of the Christian 
faith.”16   
 
There is a body of truth held to defining orthodoxy, and there are those who seek to move us 
from orthodoxy into heterodoxy.   
 

C. Those in Christ are overflowing with thankfulness 
  
“Overflowing” has the idea of “super-abounding (in quantity or quality), be in excess, be 
superfluous.”  The object exceeds the boundaries set. 
“Gratitude is that which completes the circle.  Paul does not pray that the Colossians may begin 
to be thankful, but rather that the ocean of their gratitude may constantly overflow its 
perimeter.”17   
 
“The clear indication is that joyful thanksgiving is to characterize the lives of these readers, no 
doubt bearing in mind all the mighty things God had done on their behalf.”18  If we are 
wondering whether or not we have done enough to appease the wrath of God and capture the 
pleasure of God, then we are in bondage and no voice of gratitude will be raised.  This is the 
blight brought by the Colossians heresy. 
 
It is interesting to see how Paul moves from the passive voice to the passive and finally to the 
active voice.  The overflowing described by Paul is a present active participle.  Paul has moved 
from the perfect tense (“rooted”) to the present/passive (“built up/strengthened”) to the 
present active participle (“overflowing”).  There is a natural and sequential order to Paul’s 
thought.   It is only as we acknowledge all we have and are as coming from Him, sustained by 
Him, and ultimately for Him that we can abound to overflow with gratitude. 
 
When we consider the magnitude of who Jesus is and what He has done and who we are in 
Him the most natural response is one of overflowing gratitude.  This is Paul’s defense against 
deception and defection.   
 
I will only touch on this idea in this study, but it is worth noting.  “There is a very close 
connection between verses 6, 7, on the one hand, and verses 8-10, on the other.”19   
 
“At verse 8 the community is confronted with the first of several warnings that will demand of 
it clear, unequivocal decisions.”20   
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III. The warning (vv. 4, 8). 

 
Peter T. O’Brien notes how, “Christ Jesus was a more than adequate safeguard against the 
empty traditions of men.”21   
 
“Lightfoot says; ‘The form of the sentence is a measure of the imminence of the peril.’”22   
 
Our best defense is a robust offense.  Preach Christ and the danger of drifting from Him is 
marginalized and minimized.  If my only defense is stated in the listing of the do and don’t 
(2:16), then I will lose.  Friend, this is Paul’s point. 
 
A negative Christianity is neither appealing nor representative of who Jesus is and what He 
has done.  Consider the wording of Fairest Lord Jesus; written by German Jesuits in the 17th 
Century. 

 
Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of all nature, 
O Thou of God and man the Son, 

Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor, 
Thou, my soul’s glory, joy and crown. 

 
Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands, 

Robed in the blooming garb of spring; 
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, 

Who makes the woeful heart to sing. 
 

Fair is the sunshine, 
Fairer still the moonlight, 

And all the twinkling starry host; 
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer 
Than all the angels heaven can boast. 

 
All fairest beauty, heavenly and earthly, 
Wondrously, Jesus, is found in Thee; 
None can be nearer, fairer or dearer, 
Than Thou, my Savior, art to me. 

 
Beautiful Savior! Lord of all the nations! 

Son of God and Son of Man! 
Glory and honor, praise, adoration, 
Now and forever more be Thine. 
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Consider the more contemporary song entitled, “Enough” by Chris Tomlin. 
 

All of You is more than enough for all of me 
For every thirst and every need 
You satisfy me with Your love 

And all I have in You is more than enough 
 

You are my supply 
My breath of life 

And still more awesome than I know 
You're the coming King 
You are everything 

And still more awesome than I know 
 

All of You is more than enough for all of me 
For every thirst and every need 
You satisfy me with Your love 

And all I have in You is more than enough 
 

You’re my sacrifice  
Of greatest price  

And still more awesome than I know  
You’re the coming King  
You are everything  

And still more awesome than I know  
 

More than all I want 
More than all I need 

You are more than enough for me 
More than all I know 
More than all I can say 

You are more than enough for me 
 
This is the Christ of the Story.  Do not tell me what I cannot do; tell me who He is and what He 
has done and who I am in Him.  That is the compelling magnet that is the pull of gravity 
drawing me in.  When I’ve set my sights on Him, the rest of this falls into its place (Col. 3:1-4).  
There is nothing in this world I hold tightly; all of it is shadow.  It is all calling out to me to see 
Him. 
 
The Church has the power to resist seductive teaching.   I cringe at the defection of many from 
“Church” and I find their reasons unacceptable.  Some suggest it is not Christ they reject, but 
the church.  Yet are the two actually capable of separation?  Can the head be severed from the 
body?  Why do they leave?  Is it because their faith was never genuine or because we have 
failed in portraying the person and work of Jesus Christ?  As a parent, are Christ and His 
Church absolutely necessary to your Christian experience?  God help us should we ever 



 

 

8 

portray a negative Christ.  What conclusion would those around us make as they see us live 
out our love for Jesus Christ and His Church? 
 
“The conclusion of the verse is brief and pungent, presenting a sharp antithesis to what has 
immediately preceded: and not according to Christ.”23   
 
The Next Step (Where do we go from here?) 
1. Are you clinging to Christ or are you clinging to the shadow? 
2. Do you understand just how deeply you are in Him? 
3. Is your life a reflection of this overflowing gratitude to God for who Jesus is and what He 

has done? 
4. Friend, what correctives must you make in your thinking?  Let us offer ourselves once 

more to the Christ of the gospel. 
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